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Geese to Sandpipers
%�VMFFSR�SJ�����Snow Geese�TEWWIH�SZIV�0SW�+EXSW�SR����
3GX��.4E��E�LEVFMRKIV�SJ�[MRXIV��%�ƽSGO�SJ����Ross’s Geese 
SZIV�.�+VERX�'4�SR����3GX�[EW�E�RMGI�GSYRX��;4��/32��
with a single Snow Goose tagging along. Such high counts 
SJ�6SWWƅW�+IIWI�HSRƅX�YWYEPP]�SGGYV�YRXMP�(IGIQFIV��8LVII�
Tundra Swans�ƽI[�SZIV�9PMWXEG�2%�SR����3GX��EKEMR�ER�IEVP]�
date (BB). A single Brandt’s Cormorant was photographed 
RIEV�'LEVPIWXSR�7PSYKL�SR����%YK��6N&��XLI�ƼVWX�MR�XLI�GSYRX]�
WMRGI�������8LIR�SRI�XS�X[S�&VERHXƅW�'SVQSVERXW�NSMRIH�XLI�
(SYFPI�GVIWXIH�'SVQSVERXW�EX�7YRR]ZEPI�TSRH�%��FIKMRRMRK�
SR���7ITX��+0��8LI]�[IVI�WIIR�VIKYPEVP]�XLVSYKL����7ITX��Q��
ob.) and one was found again on 25 Oct (DW). A Ferruginous 
Hawk photographed over Los Gatos on 22 Sept was our 
earliest arrival, by one day (JPa). Black Rails�[IVI�LEVH�XS�ƼRH�
XLMW�]IEV��[MXL�SRP]�XLI�JSYVXL�VITSVX�SJ�XLI�]IEV�SR����.YP�EX�
the Sunnyvale WPCP, where one was heard calling (JM). One 
to two 4EGMƼG�+SPHIR�4PSZIVW were in New Chicago Marsh 
FIX[IIR����3GX��*:�ERH����3GX��Q��SF���8LI]�WIIQ�XS�TVIJIV�
the company of Killdeer on their fall visits, while at other 
times and locations they often associate with Black-bellied 
4PSZIVW��8[S�WLSVIFMVHW�RSVQEPP]�JSYRH�SR�VSGOW�EPSRK�XLI�
GSEWX�WXSTTIH�FVMIƽ]�MR�XLI�GSYRX]��%�Black Turnstone turned 
YT�SR�XLI�IHKI�SJ�TSRH�%��FIX[IIR����%YK��ƼHI�I&MVH�ERH�
2 Sept (m. ob.). and a Wandering Tattler visited Shoreline 
0EOI�FIX[IIR����7ITX��.1�ERH���3GX��Q��SF���8LMW�JEPP�WE[�
extraordinary numbers of Pectoral Sandpipers on migration. 
8LI�ƼVWX�EVVMZEP�[EW�E�WMRKPI�WERHTMTIV�SR���7ITX�EX�4EPS�%PXS�
&E]PERHW��1-K��2YQFIVW�[IVI�YT�XS����WERHTMTIVW�MR�2I[�
'LMGEKS�1EVWL�SR����7ITX��78Y��XLIR����SR���3GX��78Y�ERH�
���SR���3GX��1.1��'SYRXW�XETIVIH�XS����SR����3GX��%&Y�
ERH����SR����3GX��%&V��[MXL�XLI�PEWX�WMKLXMRK�SJ�X[S�FMVHW�
SGGYVVMRK�SR����3GX��(%��8LI�PEWX�]IEV�MR�[LMGL�JEPP�QMKVEXMSR�
FVSYKLX�QSVI�XLER����4IGXSVEP�7ERHTMTIVW�[EW�������%�
Ruff�LEW�JVIUYIRXIH�2I[�'LMGEKS�1EVWL�FIKMRRMRK�SR����
Aug (MA). It has been seen sporadically throughout August, 
September, and October (m. ob.). A single Red Phalarope, 
another coastal visitor, found its way to the south end of the 
FE]��[LIVI�MX�[EW�WIIR�SR����7ITX�EPSRK�XLI�IHKI�SJ�TSRH� 
%���64L��

Gulls to Woodpeckers
An immature Sabine’s Gull was sighted heading west over 
TSRH�%��SR���7ITX��%&Y��+0��7;��-X�WIXXPIH�MR�EX�XLI�7YRR]ZEPI�
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New! SCVAS trip leaders have been developing 
Ə�ɀƺȸǣƺɀ�Ȓǔ�ɀƺǼǔٮǕɖǣƳƺƳ�ˡƺǼƳ�Ɏȸǣȵɀِ�áƺ�ɯǣǼǼ�ȵǣƬǸ�
out a few special places to bird each month 
based on where you can socially distance and 
enjoy the best of the birding season. 

Visit ǝɎɎȵɀٱٱ٥ɀƬɮƏɀ٫ȒȸǕٱɀƺǼǔډǕɖǣƳƺƳډ˾ƺǼƳډɎȸǣȵɀ to 
ɀƺƺ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ȅȒȇɎǝٔɀ�ɀƺǼƺƬɎǣȒȇِ�«ƺǕɖǼƏȸ�ˡƺǼƳ�Ɏȸǣȵɀ�
have been suspended but will resume as soon 
as it is safe to do so. 

;4'4�[IWX�TSRH�ERH�XLI�WYVVSYRHMRK�GLERRIPW�YRXMP���7ITX�
(m. ob.). A 0SRK�XEMPIH�.EIKIV��XLI�GSYRX]ƅW��XL��ƽI[�SZIV�
7LSVIPMRI�0EOI�SR���%YK��)(��%�4EVEWMXMG�.EIKIV was another 
SRI�HE]�ZMWMXSV��ƽ]MRK�SZIV�TSRH�%��SR���7ITX��78Y��%JXIV�E�
TIVMSH�SJ�ƼZI�]IEVW�[MXL�RS�VITSVXW��E�Common Murre found 
MXW�[E]�MRXS�XLI�GSYRX]�SR����%YK��&1��8LI�1YVVI�[EW�WIIR�
in Guadalupe Slough, bordering the Sunnyvale WPCP. Another 
Murre was found in the Guadalupe River above Alviso Marina 
on 2 Sept (DW). Neither Murre was seen on more than one 
HE]��8LI�JI[�1YVVIW�XLEX�ZMWMX�XLI�GSYRX]�X]TMGEPP]�HSRƅX�JEVI�
well. A ;LMXI�[MRKIH�(SZI keeping its own company was 
photographed at the Sunnyvale WPCP on 2 Sept (PDu). It 
was seen with other doves on 3 Sept (BM, MDo). Of the 
nine county records, 7 have been in late summer and fall. 
An immature male Costa’s Hummingbird visited a feeder 
MR�1SVKER�,MPP�FIX[IIR����%YK�ERH����7ITX��ƼHI�I&MVH��%R�
immature 6IH�RETIH�7ETWYGOIV was found at Ulistac NA 
on 7 Oct (MKn), together with two Red-breasted Sapsuckers. 
8LSWI�XLVII�WETWYGOIVW�[MPP�LEZI�E�VSYKL�XMQI�QEMRXEMRMRK�
I\GPYWMZI�YWI�SJ�ER]�WET�[IPPW�XLI]�STIR��8LMW�MW�SRI�SJ�SYV�
earlier arrivals for a Red-naped Sapsucker; we don’t usually 
LEZI�ER�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�WII�XLI�MQQEXYVI�TPYQEKI��8LI�
sapsucker was spotted again on 25 Oct (ChJ). 

Flycatchers to Tanagers
8LI�PSRK�WXE]MRK�Vermilion Flycatcher at J Grant CP was 
TVIWIRX�XLVSYKL�EX�PIEWX����%YK��*:��-X�LEW�FIIR�MR�XLI�TEVO�
WMRGI����%TV��8VEZIPMRK�JVSQ�IZIR�JYVXLIV�WSYXLIEWX��E�8LMGO�
billed Kingbird put in an appearance on Mt Umunhum on 7 
3GX��;+&��8LI�/MRKFMVH�[EW�XLI�GSYRX]ƅW�ƼVWX��%�6IH�I]IH�
Vireo�JSYRH�EX�.�+VERX�'4�SR����.YP��61^��)(�WXE]IH�XLVSYKL�
���%YK��MX�[EW�XLI�GSYRX]ƅW��XL�VIGSVH��8LI�ITMGIRXIV�SJ�JEPP�
warbler activity was Vasona Lake CP this year. A Northern 
Waterthrush�SR����ERH����%YK��1(S�[EW�XLI�ƼVWX�ZEKVERX�
EX�XLI�TEVO��%RSXLIV�[EW�XLIVI�SR����ERH����7ITX��78Y��1(S��
MDa). A Blackpoll�ZMWMXIH�XLI�TEVO�FIX[IIR����7ITX��78Y�ERH�
���7ITX��8LI�WIGSRH�&PEGOTSPP�SJ�XLI�WIEWSR�[EW�EX�XLI�4EPS�
%PXS�;'4�SR����3GX��1.1��8LI�GSYRX]ƅW�ƼVWX�&E]�FVIEWXIH�
Warbler��JSYRH�F]�70'��MHIRXMƼIH�F]�&1�[EW�EX�:EWSRE�
FIX[IIR����7ITX�ERH���3GX��8LI�PEWX�SJ�XLI�ZEKVERX�[EVFPIVW�
detected at Vasona was an American Redstart noted on 27 
Sept (MDa). A yard with a water fountain in the Duveneck-
St. Francis neighborhood of Palo Alto provided a bath for a 
Tennessee Warbler�SR����7ITX��ƼHI�I&MVH��'SQTPIXMRK�XLI�
list of vagrant warblers, a 'LIWXRYX�WMHIH�;EVFPIV stopped 
near the Rengstorff House at Shoreline Park between 3 and 5 
Oct (AL, JY). A +VIIR�XEMPIH�8S[LII was a surprise visitor to 
E�0SW�%PXSW�]EVH�SR����7ITX��1&E��%PXLSYKL�XLMW�[EW�RSX�XLI�
ƼVWX�MR�0SW�%PXSW��RSX�QER]�]EVH�PMWXW�MRGPYHI�E�+VIIR�XEMPIH�
8S[LII��8LEX�TEVXMGYPEV�]EVH�EPWS�LSWXIH�E�'PE]�GSPSVIH�
Sparrow�SR����7ITX��1&E��E�ƼVWX�JSV�XLI�XS[R��%�WIGSRH�
+VIIR�XEMPIH�8S[LII�[EW�JSYRH�EPSRK�7XIZIRW�'VIIO�EFSZI�
'VMXXIRHIR�0ERI�SR����7ITX��116��8[S�QSVI�'PE]�GSPSVIH�
7TEVVS[W�[IVI�JSYRH�XLMW�JEPP��SRI�EX�9PMWXEG�2%�SR����%YK�

�&1�ERH�SRI�EX�:EWSRE�0EOI�'4�SR����7ITX��78Y��8LVII�
Brewer’s Sparrows�XLMW�JEPP�[EW�E�RMGI�XSXEP��8LI�ƼVWX�[EW�EX�
%PZMWS�1EVMRE�'4�SR����ERH����%YK��)Z1��XLI�WIGSRH�EPSRK�
XLI�+YEHEPYTI�6MZIV�8VEMP�RIEV�&PSWWSQ�6MZIV�;E]�SR���7ITX�
�.4E��ERH�XLI�XLMVH�EPSRK�XLI�IHKI�SJ�TSRH�%��SR����7ITX�
�+0��8LI�ƼZI�Vesper Sparrows seen this fall were a record 
LMKL�XSXEP�JSV�JEPP�QMKVEXMSR��8LI�ƼVWX�[EW�EX�XLI�(SR�)H[EVHW�
))'�KEVHIR�SR����7ITX��1%��JSPPS[IH�F]�X[S�EX�7LSVIPMRI�
4EVO�JVSQ���Ɓ���3GX��(%��E�JSYVXL�EX�:EWSRE�0EOI�'4�JVSQ�
��Ɓ���3GX��+0��ERH�XLI�ƼJXL�EX�1EVXMEP�'SXXPI�4EVO�SR����3GX�
�78Y��%�Summer Tanager stayed for only a day at Ulistac NA 
SR����7ITX��4(Y�
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