
12 scvas.org

Swans to Woodpeckers
%�ƽSGO�SJ����Tundra Swans�ƽI[�SZIV�7ER�.SWI�SR����
(IG��HIWXMREXMSR�YRORS[R��1.1��%�JIQEPI�SV�MQQEXYVI�
male Tufted Duck was spotted on 12 Nov amongst Lesser 
7GEYT�SR�%PZMWS�TSRH�%����.4X��;MXL�XLI�7GEYT�KVIEXP]�
SYXRYQFIVMRK�XLI�8YJXIH�(YGO��PSSOMRK�JSV�MX�[EW�PMOI�
WIEVGLMRK�JSV�;EPHS�MR�E�Ƅ;LIVIƅW�;EPHS#ƅ�MPPYWXVEXMSR��8LI�
8YJXIH�(YGO�MW�XLI�ƼVWX�MR�XLI�GSYRX]�WMRGI�XLI�[MRXIV�SJ�
�����������-X�LEW�VIQEMRIH�MRXS�.ERYEV]��%�White-winged 
Scoter�TEYWIH�SR�TSRH�%��JVSQ���Ɓ���(IG��'3Z��Q��SF���3RI�
[EW�EPWS�JSYRH�SR�%PZMWS�TSRH�%���SR���.ER��6;6��%�Red-
necked Grebe�[EW�GETXYVIH�SR�GEQIVE�EX�'S]SXI�0EOI�SR���
.ER��,*��%�TEMV�SJ�Sandhill Cranes�ƽI[�SZIV�4SVXSPE�:EPPI]�SR�
���(IG��4'P�
6'P��1SWX�SJ�SYV�VIGSVHW�EVI�SJ�ƽ]SZIV�'VERIW��
XLI�PSRKIWX�WXE]MRK�MRHMZMHYEP�WTIRX�GPSWI�XS�XLVII�[IIOW�MR�
ERH�RIEV�8LSQTWSR�'VIIO�HYVMRK�XLI�[MRXIV�SJ������������

Our second Ruff�SJ�XLI�JEPP�[EW�WIIR�EX�XLI�+SPH�7X�
�
)PM^EFIXL�7X�TSRH�SR���2SZ��1(S�ERH�EX�XLI�7XEXI�7X�ERH�
7TVIGOPIW�%ZI�TSRH�SR���2SZ��*:��%�Curlew Sandpiper at 
4EPS�%PXS�&E]PERHW�SR����(IG�[EW�E�RMGI�WYVTVMWI�JSYRH�
HYVMRK�XLI�4EPS�%PXS�'&'��116��8LI�WERHTMTIV�LEW�VIQEMRIH�
XLVSYKL�.ERYEV]��MW�XLI�ƼVWX�XS�SZIV[MRXIV��ERH�VITVIWIRXW�
SRP]�XLI��XL�GSYRX]�VIGSVH��%�Lesser Black-backed Gull�SR����
(IG�EX�3KMIV�4SRHW�[EW�E�RMGI�ƼRH�ERH�XLI�ƼVWX�SJ�XLI�[MRXIV�
�'+��%�Common Loon�[EW�SR�7LSVIPMRI�0EOI��SGGEWMSREPP]�
HSHKMRK�OE]EOW��FIX[IIR����2SZ�ERH����(IG��0/S��Q��SF���
8LI�PSRK�WXE]MRK�Brandt’s Cormorant on Shoreline Lake was 
PEWX�VITSVXIH�SR����(IG��8LI�'SVQSVERX�EVVMZIH�SR���%YK�ERH�
LSPHW�XLI�VIGSVH�JSV�PIRKXL�SJ�WXE]�MR�XLI�GSYRX]��%�Rough-
legged Hawk�SR����3GX�EPSRK�'EREHE�6H�MR�XLI�WSYXL�GSYRX]�
YRJSVXYREXIP]�QSZIH�SR�VEXLIV�XLER�WXE]��1.1��

The Williamson’s Sapsucker at Vasona CP continued through 
.ERYEV]�EJXIV�EVVMZMRK�SR���3GX��%�Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
[EW�EPWS�JSYRH�EX�:EWSRE�'4�SR���(IG��'3Z��ERH�MX�XSS�LEW�
WXE]IH�XLVSYKL�.ERYEV]��%�Red-naped Sapsucker posed for 
TLSXSKVETLW�EX�9PMWXEG�2%�SR���2SZ��)*P�ERH���2SZ��40E��
8LMW�[EW�XLI�WIGSRH�6IH�RETIH�7ETWYGOIV�JSYRH�XLMW�[MRXIV��
RIMXLIV�FMVH�LEW�FIIR�WIIR�EKEMR��%�Lewis’s Woodpecker at 
1SRXI�&IPPS�374�TEVXMGMTEXIH�MR�XLI�4EPS�%PXS�'&'�SR����(IG�
�(4]�IX�EP���0I[MWƅW�;SSHTIGOIVW�SGGYV�MRJVIUYIRXP]�MR�XLI�
7ERXE�'VY^�1SYRXEMRW��

Field Notes
Please report rarities to  

pdunten@gmail.com

Pete Dunten
Santa Clara County eBird Reviewer 
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Áǝƺ�Ǹƺɵ�ɎȒ�ǔƺƏɎǝƺȸ�ǣƳƺȇɎǣˡƬƏɎǣȒȇ�
is context—in other words, where 
was the feather found? In this case, 
the mystery feather was found on 
nǣȅƏȇɎȒɖȸ� ƺƏƬǝ�ǣȇ�¨ȒǣȇɎ�«ƺɵƺɀ�
ǣȇژ(ƺƬƺȅƫƺȸِ�XɎ�ɯƏɀ�Ə�ǕȸƏɵ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǣȇƳɵً�
post-Christmas weekend, and we 
found this delicate feather embedded 
in the sand, just a few yards from 
Ɏǝƺژɀɖȸǔِ�

Notice the two small white dots at the 
Ɏǣȵ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ɎɯȒ�ǣȇƬǝ�ǼȒȇǕ�ǔƺƏɎǝƺȸِ�Xǔ�ɵȒɖ�
ɎǝǣȇǸ�ɵȒɖ�ǸȇȒɯً�ǼƺɎ�ȅƺ�ǸȇȒɯِ�XȇƬǼɖƳƺ�Ə�
short description of how you arrived at 
ɵȒɖȸ�Əȇɀɯƺȸِ�0ȅƏǣǼ�director@scvas.org  
Answer will be posted in the next issue of The Avocet�

 ȒȒǸɀ
&MVH�*IEXLIVW�� 
 A Guide to North American Species 
� F]�7��(EZMH�7GSXX�
�'EWI]�1G*EVPERH

Note The collection or sale 
of feathers from native species 
MW�TVSLMFMXIH�F]�PE[��-J�]SY�ƼRH�
a feather, admire it and leave 
MXɸFILMRH� 

Answer (;-28)6�����) 
:EVMIH�8LVYWL��WIGSRHEV]�
JIEXLIV��VMKLX�[MRK��Image: 
'SZIV�SJ�7MFPI]�*MIPH�+YMHI�XS�
&MVHW�SJ�;IWXIVR�2SVXLɸ%QIVMGE�

Flycatchers to Grosbeaks
Single Hammond’s Flycatchers were found at two locations, 
SRI�MR�XLI�PEXI�JEPP�SR���2SZ�MR�,IRV]�'SI�74��*\'�ERH�
SRI�[MRXIVMRK�EPSRK�XLI�+YEHEPYTI�6MZIV�EFSZI�9PMWXEG�2%�
FIKMRRMRK�SR����.ER��ƼHI�I&MVH��%PWS�[MRXIVMRK�EPSRK�XLEX�
WXVIXGL�SJ�XLI�+YEHEPYTI�6MZIV�[EW�ER�Eastern Phoebe��ƼVWX�
RSXIH�SR���.ER��8/4��%�QMKVERX�Tropical Kingbird was seen 
EX�XLI�IHKI�SJ�TSRH�%��MR�7YRR]ZEPI�SR����3GX��4;��8VSTMGEP�
/MRKFMVHW�LMWXSVMGEPP]�[IVI�JSYRH�MR�SRI�SJ�IZIV]�XLVII�]IEVW��
3RI�XS�X[S�LEZI�[MRXIVIH�MR�XLI�ZMGMRMX]�SJ�&]\FII�4EVO��XLI�
(YGO�4SRH�EX�4EPS�%PXS�&E]PERHW��ERH�+IRK�6H�JSV�XLI�TEWX�
XLVII�[MRXIVW��3RI�[EW�VITSVXIH�EX�4EPS�%PXS�&E]PERHW�SR���
3GX��JSPPS[IH�F]�E�KET�YRXMP���2SZ�[LIR�SRI�[EW�WIIR�SR�XLI�
7ER�1EXIS�'SYRX]�WMHI�SJ�7ER�*VERGMWUYMXS�'VIIO��(4I��XLIR�
X[S�[IVI�WIIR�EX�XLI�(YGO�4SRH�SR����2SZ��)H4��3RI�XS�X[S�
LEZI�FIIR�VITSVXIH�RIEV�+IRK�6H�XLVSYKL�.ERYEV]��Cassin’s 
Kingbirds�[IVI�JSYRH�MR�XLI�WSYXL�GSYRX]�MR�FSXL�2SZIQFIV�
ERH�.ERYEV]��8LI�PEXI�JEPP�VIGSVHW�MRGPYHI�SRI�EPSRK�'EREHE�
6H�SR����3GX��1.1�ERH�SRI�MR�E�+MPVS]�RIMKLFSVLSSH�[IWX�
SJ�,[]�����SR����2SZ��%4��.ERYEV]�VIGSVHW�MRGPYHI�XLVII�
PSGEXMSRW��[MXL�SRI�/MRKFMVH�EX�XLI�+MPVS]�7'6;%�SR���.ER�
�1.1��X[S�[IWX�SJ�,[]�����SR���.ER��%4��ERH�SRI�EPSRK�
7ER�*IPMTI�6H�SR����.ER��+0��%�Townsend’s Solitaire at 
7ERFSVR�'4�HIPMKLXIH�QER]�SFWIVZIVW�MR�.ERYEV]�EJXIV�FIMRK�
HMWGSZIVIH�SR����.ER��&1��%�Harris's Sparrow at Palo Alto 
&E]PERHW�SR����2SZ��&X(�
�&F(�[EW�XLI�ƼVWX�MR�XLI�GSYRX]�
WMRGI�������-X�YRJSVXYREXIP]�[EW�E�SRI�HE]�[SRHIV��

Wilson’s Warblers�SGGEWMSREPP]�SZIV[MRXIV��;LIXLIV�XLIWI�
EVI�PSGEPP]�FVIIHMRK�FMVHW�SV�FMVHW�JVSQ�QSVI�RSVXLIVP]�
TSTYPEXMSRW�MW�YRORS[RƂ[I�WMQTP]�HSRƅX�LEZI�KSSH�TLSXS�
HSGYQIRXEXMSR��%�;MPWSRƅW�;EVFPIV�[EW�FVMIƽ]�WIIR�SR���
.ER�EPSRK�XLI�+YEHEPYTI�6MZIV�EFSZI�9PMWXEG�2%��;+&��
Another was found along the Penetencia Creek trail at 
XLI�KVSYRH[EXIV�VIGLEVKI�TSRHW�SR����.ER��.4E��8LEX�
individual was found again on 22 Jan and photographed 
�+0��7;��ERH�XLI�TLSXSW�WYKKIWX�MX�[EW�JVSQ�E�QSVI�
RSVXLIVP]�FVIIHMRK�TSTYPEXMSR��TIVLETW�pusilla��ƼHI�44��
(SGYQIRXEXMSR�SJ�QSVI�[MRXIVMRK�;MPWSRƅW�;EVFPIVW�GSYPH�
FI�E�GLEPPIRKMRK�TVSNIGX��KMZIR�XLIMV�XIRHIRG]�XS�GSRWXERXP]�
FI�MR�QSXMSR��8LI�XLIQI�SJ�XLMW�MRWXEPPQIRX�SJ�XLI�*MIPH�
2SXIW�[LMGL�WXERHW�SYX�MW�XLEX�SFWIVZIVW�EVI�WYGGIWWJYPP]�
TMGOMRK�SYX�ERH�MHIRXMJ]MRK�YRGSQQSR�FMVHW�IZIR�[LIR�XLI�
MHIRXMƼGEXMSR�MWRƅXɸWXVEMKLXJSV[EVH��7S�MX�MW�ƼXXMRK�XS�IRH�[MXL�
E�TEMV�SJ�+VSWFIEOW��%�JIQEPI�Rose-breasted Grosbeak was 
photographed at a feeder in a Los Altos neighborhood on 
��(IG�ERH�EW�PEXI�EW����(IG��%R,��6;6��8LI�WEQI�JIIHIV�
attracted a female Black-headed Grosbeak�SR����(IG�ERH�
PEXIV�HEXIW�MRXS�.ERYEV]��%R,��

Observers�4EQIPE�'PEVO��4'P��6SFIVX�'PEVO��6'P��*IPM\�'PSYXMIV��*\'��
&IXX]ɸ(I0YGS��&X(��&SF�(I0YGS��&F(��1EXXLI[�(SHHIV��1(S��)VMGE�
*PIRMOIRɸ�)*P��,S[EVH�*VMIHQER��,*��'EVXIV�+EWMSVS[WOM��'+��%RR�,IT�
�%R,��0IRE�/SPIWRMOSZE��0/S��4IXIV�0E8SYVVIXXI��40E��+EVVIXX�0EY��+0��1MOI�

1EQQSWIV��1.1��&VSSOI�1MPPIV��&1��'LVMW�3ZIVMRKXSR��'3Z��.ERRE�4EYWIV�
�.4E��%RH]�4IHPIV��%4��(SR�4IRHPIXSR��(4I��)H�4IVV]��)H4��.EQIW�4IXIVWIR�
�.4X��(IZMR�4I]XSR��(4]��8VEG]�/�4LEQ��8/4��4IXIV�4]PI��44��&SF�6IMPMRK�
�6;6��1MOI�6SKIVW��116��*VERO�:ERWPEKIV��*:��4MRKERK�;ERK��4;��7YWER�
;IMRWXIMR��7;
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 Mystery Feather 
 Matthew Dodder


